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Feral Animal Exposure

1. Background.
After reading an Army Times article on rabies, a Soldier self-reported a feral dog bite to the medical treatment facility.  The Soldier’s exposure to the feral dog occurred in October 2011.  Upon medical evaluation, the Soldier began post-exposure prophylaxis.  The Soldier had indicated the dog bite in his PDHRA but apparently his annotation was overlooked by medical personnel.  As a result of this incident, the
Army Surgeon General directed all five Region Medical Commands to stand down on Soldier Readiness Processing and conduct a 100 percent review of all PDHAs and PDHRAs (since 1 Sept 2011).  An early review of PDHAs and PDHRAs (from 2003 to August 2011) was conducted following the death of a Fort Drum Soldier last year.  This SRP stand down initiative is designed to ensure any other possible oversights of reported exposures are identified, affected Soldiers are notified, are encouraged to seek medical evaluation and are treated, if necessary.

2. Purpose.
To inform the Army’s internal audiences about the Army Surgeon General’s initiative, in coordination with U.S. FORSCOM, to stand down SRPs and conduct a 100% review of PDHA s and PDHRAs (since Sep  2011)  to ensure Soldiers who had exposures to feral animals , and were not  medically evaluated,  are notified, evaluated and  treated, if necessary. 
3. Desired Outcome(s).
· Increase Army Leaders, Soldiers, Family members , and Army Civilian  aware-ness of the lethal danger associated with contact with feral animal . 
· Ensure appropriate treatment of individuals who may have sustained unreported or incompletely treated rabies risk exposure.
· Ensure uniform and comprehensive clinical evaluation processes are uniform and comprehensive to protect the health of Army personnel and avoid adverse outcomes. 
· Encourage all personnel to seek medical care when they or someone the know has been bitten or has had contact with a feral mammal’s saliva. 
· Medical personnel are trained to review actual PDHA and PDHRA forms for animal exposure concerns or related free text entries.  
4.  Public Statement.
This 100% review of Post Deployment Health Assessments and Post Deployment Health Reassessments (PDHA/PDHRA) directed by the Army Surgeon General  demonstrates the value Army Medicine places on the quality and health of its Soldiers and other beneficiaries.  This is working “in the white space” the Surgeon General often refers to, when Army Medicine seeks to maintain healthy beneficiaries between visits to their health care providers.   Only through this review process can we ensure that Soldiers who may have sustained unreported or incompletely treated rabies risk exposure are identified, advised to seek medical evaluation and get treatment, if necessary. 
5. Theme:  “Rabies is Entirely Preventable”
6. Talking Points.

· We are Patient-Centered.

· Rabies is entirely preventable.
· Regional Medical Centers were instructed to conduct an immediate stand-down at Soldier Readiness Processing (SRP) locations to ensure proper staff training and Quality Assurance (QA) procedures are in place for Post-Deployment Health Assessment (PDHA) and Post-Deployment Health Reassessment (PDHRA) practices. 
· All Soldiers receive medical threat briefings prior to and during deployments.
· Properly administered post-exposure rabies prophylaxis has NEVER failed to prevent human rabies. The Deployment Health Assessment process requires a timely clinical response. 
· Army Medicine will ensure that the clinical evaluation processes are uniform and comprehensive to protect the health of Army personnel and avoid adverse outcomes. 
· This is working in the “white space” the Surgeon General often refers to… the time between beneficiaries’ visits to their health care providers.
· General Order #1 prohibits the keeping of stray animals as pets or mascots by US Service members.

· Families of redeployed personnel should encourage their loved ones to seek medical care if they indicate they may have been exposed to a feral mammal while deployed. 
· The goal is for the Military Family to know they will receive world-class care from Army Medicine.

